Ofsted judges Warriner MAT curriculum “Exceptional”

The Warriner MAT curriculum has been described as exceptional in all recent Osfted inspections.

The trust has developed a pre-school, primary and secondary curriculum for use in all our schools. One of the benefits of being part of a trust is the ability for staff across schools to collaborate. Our primary curriculum has been developed by the strongest subject specialists in our trust supported by our secondary colleagues. 
Our aim is for every child within the MAT to flourish academically, socially and personally through the challenging, engaging and knowledge led curriculum that has been developed across our schools.
Our vision and moral purpose translate into a knowledge rich curriculum which is driven by a strong set of values about what matters. It is informed by research and deliberately designed to enable all of our children to have equal access to knowledge, to value the pursuit of that knowledge and to be able to use that knowledge for good.  
Our curriculum is ambitious for all children and the careful sequencing and planning, underpinned by research, aims to support even the most vulnerable or disadvantaged appropriately to close the attainment gap. We know that our classrooms may be the only source of the structured knowledge essential in providing firm foundations for the future learning journey of some of our most vulnerable children and so this must be guaranteed.   From the Early Years onwards, the knowledge and understanding that children acquire supports the development of critical thinking, analysis and creativity which we view as necessary precursors to future educational success.
Our curriculum is a framework for setting out the aims of our programme of education, including:
· The knowledge and understanding to be gained at each stage (intent)
· Translating that framework over time into a structure, narrative and with subject specific pedagogy (implementation)
· Evaluating what knowledge and understanding pupils have gained against expectations (impact)
Together, we have implemented a common assessment tool that enables all our primary schools to show progress effectively and identify areas where intervention is needed. This data tracking is augmented by three yearly standardised reading and maths tests. We have a comprehensive MAT moderation programme and are developing standardised tasks for moderation so that comparisons are more meaningful. Our consultation team also validate all moderation with a final check undertaken by our School Improvement Directors.
Collaboratively, we ensure that schools set challenging targets for pupil achievement in terms of both attainment and progress within year, across years, at the end of each year and across Key Stages. The targets, when realized, ensure that pupil achievement is significantly above national average. In this context, we strive for all our schools to be at least Good by the time of their next Ofsted inspection. Target setting in our academy is led by the headteacher and LGB and reflects the context of individual schools working from pupils’ prior attainment. These targets are then peer reviewed before being ratified at director level.
This collaborative approach has allowed us to significantly reduce the workload for our teachers and subject leaders. To expect leaders in smaller schools to have the capacity to develop a top-quality curriculum would be unreasonable. 

This work has been highly commended by Osfted in all recent inspections.
